
Truth Talk & Sunday Home School 
 

How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? Jesus perfectly reveals God the  

Father and fulfills what the prophets spoke. 

Week 30: March 22, 2020   
Bible Story Point: God kept His promise to bring His people home. 

Key Passage: For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. (Jeremiah 29:11) 
 
Sunday Bible Study: (Preschool & Children) 
The Captives Came Home: Ezra 1-3 
Parent Bible Study Introduction: 
God’s people had been living in Babylon for 70 years. Some of God’s people had died in Babylon. Some 
of their children and grandchildren were born in Babylon and grew up there. But Babylon was not their 
home. 
 
Before the people of Judah were exiled, God had spoken through the prophet Jeremiah. These are the 
words of the Lord: “These nations will serve the king of Babylon for seventy years” (Jer. 25:11). Then the 
Lord said, “When seventy years for Babylon are complete, I will attend to you and will confirm my 
promise concerning you to restore you to this place” (Jer. 29:10). The time had come for God’s people to 
go back home. 
 
Cyrus, the king of the Persian empire, had overthrown Babylon. Cyrus took over the kingdom, including 
the lands of Israel and Judah. In the following year, the Lord did something miraculous in Cyrus’s heart. 
He prompted Cyrus to issue a decree: All the Jewish exiles are free to return to their ancestral homes. 
 
The exile was over! God’s people were free to return to their own land. They were free to live as God’s 
special people. The first group of Judean exiles returned home under the leadership of Zerubbabel (zuh 
RUHB uh buhl). Zerubbabel was the grandson of King Jehoiachin, who had been taken to Babylon by 
King Nebuchadnezzar. (See 2 Kings 24:8-13.) 
 
Ezra 2:64-65 says nearly 50,000 people traveled back to Judah. When they got to Jerusalem, they began 
working to rebuild the temple that the Chaldeans had destroyed. (See 2 Chron. 36:19.) 
 
Explain to your kids that the temple was the place where God met with His people. Jesus came to earth 
to rescue God’s people from sin. When Jesus returns, He will restore the earth and will dwell with His 
people forever. 
 
Zerubbabel led God's people back to the temple to rebuild it. The temple was the place where God met 
with His people on earth. Jesus came to earth to rescue God’s people. One day Jesus will return to 
restore a greater home for all of God's people, and we will spend eternity with Him. 
 
Read the Bible Story: The Captive Came Home Ezra 1 – 3  
(Take a few minutes to help find Ezra in the Bible) 
(If you have preschoolers read the bold words) 

Gods people were in Babylon. Far away from their homes and land. But God had made a 
promise. God had said that the people would have to stay in Babylon for 70 years, but then He would 
bring His people back home. God always keeps his promises.  



After 70 years, God gave King Cyrus an idea. Cyrus said, “let God's people go back to their 
land. Let them rebuild God's temple in Jerusalem.  

This was good news! Before God's people had to stay in Babylon like prisoners. Now they were 
free! They could finally go home. So the people got ready to go. King Cyrus and the other people living 
in Babylon gave them gifts like gold, silver, and animals.  

A man named Zerubbabel (zuh RUHB uh buhl) led God's people back home. Some of the 
people had never seen Jerusalem because they had been born in Babylon. When they got to Judah, each 
family set up their house. Then the people met together in Jerusalem to start rebuilding God's temple.  

God had special laws for how to build the temple, and God's people were careful to obey 
them. The priest made the altar in the same place the old altar had been. They made offerings and 
sacrifices to God.  

The people started building. First, they needed money to buy supplies. Gods people gave 
money to the men in charge of building the temple. They paid people to bring big logs to Jerusalem. The 
workers made the foundation, or the bottom, of the temple. The foundation was very important. The 
strong foundation makes a building strong.  

The people were so happy the foundation was done! The priest put on special clothes. The 
people shouted and sang songs to God. “God is good! He is loving an always will be!” they said. What 
a happy day for God's people.  

Not everyone was happy though. Some of the older people remembered what the first temple 
had looked like long ago, before it had been knocked down. The people were sad, and they cried loudly. 
The sounds of the people shouting and crying was so loud that it could be heard far away. 
 
Christ connection: Zerubbabel lead God's people home to fix the temple. Jesus came to earth to save 
God's people. One day Jesus will come back. He will fix up a greater home for all of God's people, and we 
will live with him forever.  
Review: 

• Where has the God’s people been held captive? Babylon 

• What kingdom has conquered Babylon? Land of Persia, King Cyrus 

• What did he do? Let the Jewish people go home. 

• Who led the people back to Judah? High Priest Zerubbabel 

• How many years were they in exile? 70 

• What was the first part of the temple they rebuilt? The foundation of God’s Temple 

• Do we only worship God in a temple or a church? No, God can be worshipped anywhere. 

• Since we are Home Bound for a while. What are ways we can Worship God? 

• Where is God? Everywhere.  Name places you can worship God? 
 

Practice: Say & (Memorize) Key passage* 
 
Focus: 
This is an interesting lesson on the day that we are offering a worship service online only.  The Jewish 
people returned to their land or home to find everything destroyed.  I am sure it was very upsetting to 
Jewish people to return to rubble.  Much the same way, it’s sad to know we have a gathering place to 
worship together, yet we are at home with our family’s health on our mind.  Though, it seems this time 
is chaotic.  It’s all part of God’s plan to bring us back to Him.  How can you turn this time of isolation to a 
time focused on God’s Glory.  It starts with trusting Him and turning your attention and actions over to 
God.  This is a building time for your family.  Building, reuniting your relationship to God.  
 
Preschool Activities: 
Build a Foundation: 
With tape or objects make a large square on the floor. Encourage your preschooler to work with you or 
their siblings to fill the square with blocks or something they can make a foundation and then stack 
blocks or items on top.  Try other things in the room to put on top of the foundation to make sure it is 
strong.  



SAY: God kept His promise to bring His people home. When God’s people returned to Judah they started 
rebuilding the temple. They built a base or foundation for the temple.  A foundation supports a building 
from underneath.  Our house has a foundation ( show your houses’ foundation if you can). The temple 
was the place where God met with His people.  
 
See 70 
Place several sheets of paper on the table and draw a large 70 on the paper. Find 70 items (stickers, 
coins, cereal, crackers, etc) and have the preschoolers line them up on the written numbers counting to 
70 or counting to 10, 7 times.   
SAY: God’s people were away from their homes and land for 70 years.  God kept His promises to bring 
His people home. Jesus is fixing up a greater home for all of God’s people where we live with Him 
forever and we can never be sent away! 
 
Make a Promise 
Write I Promise to _________________ on a sheet of paper and hang it up on the fridge or the wall for 
your preschooler to see.  
Explain: A promise is saying you will do something and then doing it. Give examples of promises 
preschoolers make to family or friends such as “ I promise to eat my lunch” or “ I promise to pick up my 
toys”. Prompt each member of the family  to fill-in the blank.  Then read out loud the promises.  When 
each person hears their promise read aloud raise your hand. Remind that we should always keep our 
promises but because we are sinners we sometimes don’t keep them but God always keeps His 
promises! God kept his promise to bring His people home. Even better, God kept His promise to  send 
Jesus to earth to rescue and save us from sin! 
 
 
Children’s Activity: 
Build a Tower  
Provide a variety of building materials and invite your child to A tower. Help her experiment with 
different foundations for her tower.  Build a couple different towers.  Determine which of the towers is 
the strongest.   
Explain: For any building to stand tall and strong, it must have a solid foundation. Today our story is 
about God's people returning to the land God had given them. Not only did they return, but they also 
set out to rebuild the destroyed temple. Today we know that God keeps His promises.  He has plans for 
us to build a life together.  We can trust God and give Him the Glory for what He is doing for us.  We just 
need to pick up the pieces and start building on God’s plans for us.    
 
Pray: 
Thank God for always fulfilling His promises.  Ask God to help you through the trials you are facing and 
see the hope in His promises.  Ask God to reveal the plans He has for your family in this time together. 
 
*Key Passage / Sunday Morning Scripture: 
Key Passage for weeks March 15th – 29th  
For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans 
to give you hope and a future. (Jeremiah 29:11) 


