
Truth Talk & Sunday Home School 
 

Why did Jesus become human? Jesus became human to obey His Father’s  

plan and rescue sinners. 

Week 43: June 21, 2020   
Bible Story Point: Jesus obeyed God by being baptized. 

Key Passage: He must become greater; I must become less. (John 3:30) 
 
Sunday Bible Study: (Preschool & Children) 
 

Parent Bible Study Introduction: 
Jesus’ Baptism (Matthew 3; Mark 1; Luke 3; John 1) 
Zechariah’s son, John, grew up in the wilderness. His ministry began when God’s word came to him, and 
he began preaching near the Jordan River. John worked to get people ready for the coming of Jesus, 
fulfilling the Old Testament prophecy, “A voice of one crying out: Prepare the way of the LORD in the 
wilderness” (Isa. 40:3a). 
  
John called people to repent of their sins, and he baptized them in the Jordan River. John also instructed 
people on right living. (See Luke 3:10-14.) Some of the people suspected that John might be the 
Messiah, but John insisted, “One who is more powerful than I am is coming” (Luke 3:16). 
  
Before His ministry began, Jesus came from Galilee to be baptized by John at the Jordan River. But John 
was calling people to a baptism of repentance. Jesus never sinned (see Heb. 4:15; 2 Cor. 5:21), so why 
did Jesus come to be baptized? John recognized this when he said, “I need to be baptized by you, and 
yet you come to me?” (Matt. 3:14). 
  
Commentators’ ideas vary about why exactly Jesus was baptized. Perhaps He was affirming John’s work. 
Maybe He was identifying with sinners or showing them how they would be saved—through His death, 
burial, and resurrection. Jesus answered John, “Allow it for now, because this is the way for us to fulfill 
all righteousness” (Matt. 3:15). Jesus completely obeyed God, and God audibly confirmed His sonship. 
  
As you share with your kids, allow time for them to ask questions about repentance, salvation, and 
baptism. Emphasize that baptism is not what saves us; baptism is a way we show that we have been 
saved. Jesus never sinned, but He obeyed God and was baptized like sinners are baptized. Baptism 
reminds us of Jesus’ death and resurrection. It reminds us that when we trust in Jesus, we turn from 
sin and start a new life—a life lived for Jesus.  
 
Read the Bible Story: Jesus’ Baptism, (Matthew 3; Mark 1; Luke 3; John 1)   
(Take a few minutes to help find Bible Story in the Bible) 
(If you have young preschoolers read the bold words) 

John the Baptist lived in the wilderness. His clothes were made of camel's hair and he wore a 
leather belt around his waist. He ate locust and wild honey. John began telling people, “repent and be 
baptized because God's Kingdom is almost here.”  
 Some people asked John, “who are you?” John said, “I am not the Messiah.” John also said he 
wasn’t Elijah, and he wasn't the Prophet that God had promised to send after Moses. “Who are you, 
then?” They asked.  
 Long before John was born, the Prophet Isaiah said, “someone is shouting in the wilderness. 
He says, ‘prepare the way for the Lord; make his paths straight!’” Isaiah was talking about John. John 
had a very important job. He was supposed to get people ready for Jesus, God's promised Messiah.  



 People started to repent; they turned away from their sins and turned to God for forgiveness.  
Then John baptize them in the Jordan River. Baptism is a picture that God's people sins had been 
washed away.  
 John preached, “someone greater than me is coming. I am not worthy to remove his sandals. I 
baptize you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.  
 By this time, Jesus was an adult. He went to see John the Baptist at the Jordan River. When 
John saw Jesus, he said, “here is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”  
 Jesus told John that he wanted to be baptized. But John didn't think he should baptize Jesus. 
“I need you to baptize me,” John said. “Why do you want me to baptize you?” John was confused. He 
baptized people who confessed their sins; Jesus never sinned. 
 Jesus said, “allow me to be baptized. God says this is right.” So John agreed and he baptized 
Jesus.  
 Jesus came up out of the water. Suddenly, the heavens opened, and Jesus saw the Holy Spirit 
coming down on Him like a dove. God's voice came from heaven. “This is my son, the voice said. I love 
him, and I am very pleased with him!”  
 
Christ Connection: Jesus never sinned, but he obeyed God and was baptized like sinners are baptized. 
Baptism reminds us of Jesus death and resurrection. It reminds us that when we turn from sin and start 
a new life, a life lived for Jesus as our Lord and Savior.  
 

• Who was John the Baptist? The one Isaiah prophesied about 

• What was John message? Repent and be baptized for the Kingdom of heaven is near! 
Someone greater than me is coming! 

• How did John respond at Jesus’ request for baptism? John tried to stop Him. 

• Does Baptism save us? No, it symbolizes Jesus’ Death, Burial, and Resurrection for the 
forgiveness of our sin. We must accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior, and follow His example in 
Believers baptism. 

• Why is Baptism important? When we believe in Jesus (God’s Son and by grace provides for our 
salvation) our life is changed, we are following Jesus in obedience to God. It is our first step of 
obedience in Faith 

• When should we be baptized? After we have accepted Jesus as our Lord and Savior, and we 
make a public confession in front of the church. Then, we take the next step in Baptism. 
 

Practice: Say (Memorize) Key passage 
 
Focus: 
The Trinity:  The one true God exists in three persons; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  When we think of 
this, we mean that the father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God, but they are not three 
gods but only one God. The father is not the son, the son is not the spirit, the spirit is not the father, but 
each is God individually and yet they are together the one true God of the Bible. The baptism of Jesus is 
a great picture of the Trinity; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in One.  Jesus the Son was baptized.  The 
Father, God, spoke. The Holy Spirit descended like a dove.  Each are revealed in different ways, yet they 
are all The One True God.  They are all present at the same time.  For more study: Christianity.com; 
“God in three persons: a doctrine we barely understand.” 
 
Pray:  Praise God for who He is!  He is all powerful, creator, knows all things and is eternal.  He reveals 
himself to us in ways we can understand Him.  However, we can not grasp all of who He is.  Ask God to 
teach you more about Himself so you can follow Him more closely.   
 
 
  
 
 



Preschool Activity: 
Paper Dove 
Cut out the dove provided in the mailout or print from email received.  Fold in half. 
SAY: When John Baptized Jesus the sky opened and Jesus saw God's Spirit coming down on Him like a 
dove.  Then God's voice came from heaven.  This is My Son, the voice said.  I love Him , and I am very 
happy with Him! Baptism reminds us that Jesus died and came to life.  People who know and love Jesus 
are baptized to show they follow Jesus. 
 
Play out the Bible story with water 
Prepare: Spread a towel on a table and cover the floor around the table with additional towels. Place a 
plastic bin on the table. Fill the bin with a couple inches of water to represent the Jordan River. Rocks 
could be placed at the bottom of the bin to help the preschooler understand where they were. Set out 
several plastic people figurines and a plastic bird.  Lead your child to play out the Bible story.  
SAY: John taught and preached.  Many people came to hear him. When the people said they were sorry 
for their sins and asked God to forgive them, John baptized them. John was surprised when Jesus asked 
to be baptized, but John baptized Jesus. Then God's Spirit came down on Jesus like a dove. God's voice 
came down on Jesus like a dove. God's voice came from heaven. This is my Son. I love Him, and I am 
very happy with Him! John knew Jesus was God's Son. 
 
Children’s Activity: 
Paper Dove Planes 
Play: Provide a sheet of paper for each child.  Challenge children to make paper airplanes.  The object is 
to make the airplane descend slowly to the ground.  The winner of the challenge is airplane that takes 
the longest timed flight, not the fastest.  
 
Say: Great job on those paper dove airplanes. They really looked graceful floating to the ground! It is 
hard to image the Holy Spirit descending from heaven and resting on Jesus, right after His baptism.  But, 
the airplanes floating to the ground demonstrate the gracefulness of God.  God works in mysterious 
ways. God works out His glorious plan before us each day.  We can understand how God works in our 
lives with great ease and grace.  He wants us to believe in Him and trust Him with our whole heart. 
 
Key Passage / Sunday Morning Scripture: 
Key Passage for weeks June 21 – July 12 
 

 

He must become greater; I must become less. (John 3:30) 


